ENG 240 Knowles				
CALL TO ACTION PAPER INSTRUCTIONS


TASK:
· Write four to five pages in which you introduce a problem in the world to a target audience and attempt to persuade them to take action to address the problem. 
· You must convince your audience not only that the problem exists but also that it is urgent and severe enough to require immediate action and spending resources.
· Provide all the history, background and contextual information (including concepts and definitions) that your readers need to understand the problem. 
· If appropriate, highlight the major controversies surrounding the issue. These could be about the causes of the problem, its severity, who needs to take action, or something else.
· Also, discuss the most important causal (cause and effect) relationships associated with the problem. This will show your readers that you understand the problem well enough to offer a solution and can include both the root causes of problems and the harm being done, including the potential cost of not taking action. 
· Use journalistic sources to show your audience what people concerned with the problem are saying in the media. 
· Use academic sources to support your analysis of the problem, including causes and effects.
· Use the tools for integrating source material (summary, paraphrase, quotation and synthesis) to show your mastery of the source material. 
· Strive to engage with the sources in a meaningful way. You can do this by showing your agreement or disagreement with an author’s ideas, by pointing out similarities and differences between sources, by effectively synthesizing information from multiple sources, and by clearly indicating to your reader why the source material you include in your paper is important. 
· End your paper with a strong call to action. This will likely involve pathetic appeals designed to motivate your audience. 
· Use (and cite) at least four high-quality sources to support your points. Use at least two academic sources AND at least two substantial, high-quality journalistic sources. 
· Include a properly formatted reference list.  

PURPOSE: 
· To show what you’ve learned from your research and demonstrate to your audience that you've "done your homework" and are qualified to talk about your issue. 
· To show your familiarity with causal concepts and your ability to make causal arguments. 
· To practice using persuasive techniques like those we’ve discussed in class. 

GRADING CRITERIA: 
· The quality and quantity of information provided. In other words, your success in providing a thorough and informative overview of the problem. 
· The persuasiveness of your arguments about the nature, extent and severity of the problem. In other words, the effectiveness of your efforts to make the reader care about the issue. 
· Your success in identifying and explaining the most important causal relationships associated with the problem. 
· The relevance and usefulness of the source material you present.
· How effectively you incorporate source material into your paper. 
· The organization and structure of your paper. 
· The clarity and concision of your writing.
· The number and seriousness of grammatical and mechanical errors. 

SELECTING A TOPIC: 
· A good way to begin thinking about possible topics is to consider things you believe are wrong and need to be changed or problems that you feel have been inadequately addressed. In other words, what would you change if you had the power? 
· Your topic should be one that has been discussed in the media recently and that has not yet been resolved. If you're having trouble generating ideas, look at newspapers or other media outlets. 
· The problem can be a local one you have experienced personally or a larger social problem. It is often NOT best to choose a big, complicated problem that people have been arguing about for decades. 
· It’s often good to choose a topic that genuinely interests you or with which you have been personally involved. This can make the work of writing and researching the paper more rewarding.
· You are welcome to choose a topic related to your field of study. This is not required but would give the added benefit of further familiarizing you with topics and disciplinary conventions in your field. 
· Strive to make your topic interesting. You may want to focus on a problem that is relatively new or unfamiliar, or suggest a fresh solution to an old problem. In other words, you may not want to go with the first topic that comes to mind. 
· I’m not restricting your choice of topics. Just make sure that yours is being talked about now and that you can find credible sources. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND SUGGESTIONS: 
· It’s best to keep your focus narrow, given the limited space you have. For example, a paper on homeless veterans in San Diego is likely to work better than a paper on homelessness across the United States. 
· Make sure to define a specific problem you want to solve in as much detail as you can. For example, the big-picture problem you want to address could be childhood obesity, but the specific problem you tackle in your paper might be the role of food advertising in the obesity epidemic. 
· There is no standard form or outline for this assignment, but to receive a high grade it must be logically organized. Your paragraphs should be unified and have clear topic sentences, and you should use transitions as necessary. The sequence of paragraphs should be logical. 
· Pay particular attention to the introduction and conclusion. Make sure your intro includes a clear thesis (policy claim) and prepares your reader for what’s to come. 
· Remember that the threshold for persuasion in this paper is very high because you need to motivate people to act, not merely agree with you. End the paper with a powerful call to action, which will probably involve strong pathetic appeals. 
· Making an outline before you start writing can be very helpful. The time spent will almost certainly pay off.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Focus on causal relationships related to your specific problem. For example, if you’re arguing that we need to regulate fast-food advertising to combat childhood obesity, you should focus on how advertising contributes to the problem rather than on the many other factors contributing to childhood obesity. 
· Depending on your topic, you may need to mention solutions that have been tried or proposed. 
· Make sure all the material you include is essential to your readers’ understanding of the problem and, if necessary, say explicitly why it’s important. 
· Say who has the power and authority to solve your problem and identify a target audience who will need to take action. (These are not necessarily the same.) 
· While you should offer a clear solution to your problem, remember that you’re not writing a fully developed proposal argument here. Focus on persuading your audience of the urgent need for action. 

